
INTRODUCTION

This is the first Newsletter from the Wilton and District Link scheme.  Recognising that you, as users of the scheme, are unlikely to be able to attend the Scheme’s Annual General Meeting the Management Committee decided that a newsletter would be published from time to time keeping you informed of what is happening within the Scheme.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
There are currently 6 committee members; Peter Batt (Chairman), Rene Towler (Vice Chairman), Jennie Jones (Co-ordinator), Peter Wilkinson (Secretary and Treasurer), Philip Daw and Elizabeth Andrews.  The first 3 of these are also trustees of the Charity).

VOLUNTEERS

All committee members, drivers and carers are all voluntary.  Apart from a mileage allowance paid to drivers none of the volunteers is paid.  Without them the Scheme would not exist. Please remember this if something goes wrong.  We need more volunteers so if you know of anyone who could help please let either the Co-ordinator or your driver know.

FINANCE

Apart from grants and donations from Community First and Parish/Town Councils the Scheme’s main source of 

funds is from voluntary donations from you, our clients, which you make anonymously by putting money into the brown envelopes given to you by 

the drivers.  Our main outlay is the mileage allowance of 37p per mile paid to drivers.  The cost of each individual journey will be different depending on its length and how far the driver has come to pick you up but an average journey will cost more than £8.  At the moment we are running at an operating loss of £1.45 per task.  That means that on average the Scheme pays the drivers more than you are contributing by your anonymous donations.  We expect to undertake about 1000 tasks this year so the loss over the year will be £1450.  How much you contribute remains, and will continue to remain, anonymous and it is entirely up to you, of course, to make up your mind on the value to you of the service that Link has provided. 

OUTINGS

Last year we organised an outing to Exbury Gardens and to the Salisbury Playhouse pantomime.  This year we had an outing to Wilton House which was free thanks to the generosity of the Wilton Estate (although Link paid for cream teas) and we are looking to see whether we can organise another Pantomime visit.

FEEDBACK

We would welcome feedback on whether this is a useful newsletter and any suggestions on its future contents.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas.

Peter Batt

Chairman
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